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1. This statement made by me accurately sets out the evi~ence that I am prepared to give 

to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The 

statement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

2. My full name is Paul Damian BONGIORNO. I was born in 1944 and I am currently 71 

years old. 

3. After I matriculated from St Patrick's College in Balla rat, I was accepted by the Bishop of 

Ballarat, James Patrick O'COLLINS, to be a candidate for the priesthood for his diocese. 

4. In 1963, I went to Corpus Christi College in Werribee, which was the regional seminary 

run by the Jesuits. In mid-1966, I left Australia and went to study in Rome at the 

Propaganda Fide College. I studied theology in Rome for four years. I returned to 

Australia at the end of July 1970. 

5. On 15 August 1970, I was ordained in St Patrick's Cathedral, Ballarat. I spent the rest of 

1970 in Ballarat on the Cathedral staff. 

Warrnambool 

6. In 1971 I was assigned assistant priest of St Joseph's parish in Warrnambool. Monsignor 

Leo FISCALINI was the parish priest of Warrnambool, and the vicar general of the 

Diocese. 

7. I lived in the presbytery at Warrnambool with Monsignor FISCALINI, a retired parish 

priest, Monsignor Dan O'CONNELL, Father Gerald RIDSDALE, who was the senior 

assistant priest, and a young Columban priest, Adrian van LEEST. 
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8. When I was appointed to Warrnambool, I was assigned to look after St Joseph's 

Christian Brothers College ('St Joseph's') . I was also the chaplain to the Young Christian 

Students ('YCS'). The YCS were senior kids in years 11 and 12 at St Joseph's or St Ann's, 

which was a girls' school in Warrnambool. I wasn't in charge of altar boys in 

Warrnambool. I think Adrian VAN LEEST was in charge of altar boys at St Joseph's. 

9. At the end of 1971, Father RIDSDALE left Warrnambool and was replaced by Father Tom 

BROPHY. Adrian VAN LEEST also left at the end of 1971 and was replaced by Fathe,P 

- · 
10. I had met Father - when I was at St Patrick's College. He was a year ahead of me. 

He was also a year ahead of me at Corpus Christi and in Rome, and was ordained a year 

before me. I knew Father'd1'M1'1'1but I was never close to him. 

11. In 1972 I ceased being chaplain at St Joseph's, and was appointed chaplain of St Ann's. 

Father RIDSDALE had been the chaplain at St Ann's the year before. My main duty there 

was to say Mass and hear confessions. While I was in Warrnambool I was very active in 

the Council of Churches, and I ran a radio show on 2YB, which gave me a fairly high 

profile. 

12. I had very little contact with Bishop MULKEARNS while I was in Warrnambool. I think he 

came to the parish twice. 

Leaving the priesthood 

13. At the end of 1972, I was sent to Ballarat Cathedral parish. I was assigned as chaplain to 

Mary's Mount, the Loreto School, and was also director of Catholic communicat ions. 

14. At the end of 1973, I told Bishop MULKEARNS that I wanted to leave the priesthood to 

marry. This was the reason I decided to leave the priesthood. I applied for laicisation, 

which came through from Rome in June 1974. 
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15. I have a vivid recollection of how shocked I was when I learned that Father RIDSDALE 

had appeared in court and what he had been charged with. I had had no idea. 

16. In or around May 1993, after Father RIDSDALE had appeared in Court, I received a 

phone call. The caller identified himself but I cannot remember his name. He said he was 

from Warrnambool and asked if I remembered him. I said I did, but vaguely. 

17. The caller told me he was one of Gerry RIDSDALE's victims and said he was thinking of 

taking the Church and RIDSDALE to court, and asked if I would be a witness for him. I 

said, 'Well, I wou ld have nothing to tell the court. I knew nothing, I witnessed nothing 

and I couldn't help you . If I did I'd be more than happy to but I have nothing that I can 

do to help you'. He thanked me and said he hoped I was well, and hung up. 

18. The call lasted about three minutes. I didn' t take any notes of the cal l. I may have told 

my wife about it, but I'm not sure. 

I
BPL 

Statement of~-------~ 

19. I have been shown a statement made bylBPL ~ identified by the number 

[STAT.0738.001.0001) . The iBPL Jname is vaguely familiar to me. There were 

IBPL } in Warrnambool, however I cannot put a face to that name. 

20. At paragraphs 11 - 15 of that statement, Mr~isP_L __ ~lsets out a conversat ion that he 

alleges he had with me in 1970 or 1971. That conversation did not happen with me. I 

would remember it. I would have been deeply shocked by the alleged substance of that 

conversation. 

21. I ran two camps in 1971, which I organised for the YCS and not for St. Joseph's or any 

other Christian Brothers school. They were attended by senior students, years 11 and 

12 from St Ann's and St Joseph's. The Diocese had a place at Crossley, which was where 

I held these two camps. 

Witness'~ ·~ ······ ··· · ·· · · 

• 
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22. I did not hold or attend any other camps at Crossley other than the two I organised for 

the YCS in 1971. The first of these was held in the early part of the year, and the second 

was held in the school holidays around the middle of the year. 

23. I was t he only priest who went on these two camps. A few lay staff members from St 

Ann's and St Joseph's also came, including Michael SELLECK and Judith (now my wife). 

There were never any Christian Brothers at any camps I ran. 

24. At those camps we used to have discussions. We might have had liturgies or audio-visual 

material. I invited a couple of younger married couples to come and talk about 

marriage. We didn't have formal t imes set aside for the students to talk to the adults, 

but there were breaks and students could talk to the adults at those t imes if they 

wanted to. 

25. Father Tom BROPHY was an assistant priest in my second year at Warrnambool. We got 

on fairly well, but we did not spend much t ime in each other's company. He was a very 

busy priest, and did a lot of work with teenage boys. I remember he was quite unwell. I 

never had any discussion with Father BROPHY about Father RIDSDALE or any other 

priest or clergy engaging in any kind of child sexual abuse. 

26. At no time during my two years at Warrnambool did Monsignor FISCALINI discuss any 

allegations of RIDSDALE's sexual abuse w ith me, and I never raised any issues of this 

nature with him. The first t ime I became aware of any allegations of this nature against 

Father RIDSDALE was in 1993, when his charges and sentencing were reported in the 

media, and I received the phone call I have described above. 

Knowledge of child sexual abuse in the Diocese of Ballarat 

27. At no time during my three and a half years serving as a priest in the Ballarat Diocese did 

anyone make any report or complaint to me about the sexual abuse of minors by any 

priest or brother, and I was not in any other way made aware of these matters. I had no 

knowledge that these things were happening in the diocese at this time in my life. 

Witnes" ~~~····u .. 
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28. I cannot remember Father RIDSDALE or Father -bringing friends or children into 

the presbytery in Warrnambool. 

29. Father-was in charge of the altar boys in Warrnambool in 1972, but I saw 

nothing in the year I lived with him to alert me that he was doing anything other than 

his job. No-one ever reported any misbehaviour by Father-a me while I was in 

Warrnambool, or subsequently. 

30.1 knew of Monsignor John DAY because I went to Mildura on a couple of occasions in my 

role as director of Catholic communications in Ballarat. I didn't hear of any allegations 

of child sexual abuse involving Monsignor DAY until after I left the priesthood, when it 

was reported in the media. 

Date: 
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Witness: 

Date: 
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