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1. This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence that I am prepared to give 

to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The 

statement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

2. My full name isl._"_L _______ _,I I was born in December 1956 and I am 58 years 

old. 

3. I grew up in Warrnambool, which is in the Diocese of Ballarat. I have two older sisters and 

I had a younger brother, Michael. We all went to St Joseph's Primary School in 

Warrnambool. Michael and I went to St Joseph's Christian Brothers College from about 

Grade 3. 

4. As a family, we went to St Joseph's Church in Kepler Street, Warrnambool. My family was 

pretty devoted to the Catholic Church, especia lly my mum. When I was young, she had 

me earmarked to become a priest down the line. I went to mass with my family every 

week. I enjoyed it - I believed in it. 

5. When I was around six years old I became an altar server at St Joseph's Church. I think the 

priests came around to the school looking for volunteers. There were probably 30 or 40 

altar servers altogether, but only some of us would serve at each mass. 

6. There was a period where I served mass every day. This meant that every day I rode my 

push bike in for the early morning mass and then rode home, had breakfast, and rode off 

to school. 
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7. I think I was an altar server through to when I was 14 or 15 years old, which would have 

been 1971or 1972. 

8. The priests that I remember from the time that I was an altar server in Warrnambool are 

Monsignor Leo FISCALINI, Father Tom BROPHY, Father Brendan DAVEY, Father 

- Father Pau l BONGIORNO, Father Peter HUDSON and Father Gerard RIDSDALE 

('RIDSDALE'). Monsignor FISCALINI was the parish priest. 

9. I first came into contact with RIDSDALE as an altar server. My impression of him was that 

he was very aloof. He didn't seem to get on with the other priests. 

10. I was sexually abused by RIDSDALE on three or four occasions in 1970 and 1971 in or 

around Warrnambool. 

Report to Father Paul BONGIORNO 

11. Around the t ime of the abuse I went on a boys' camp just outside of Warrnambool, to a 

little place I think was called Crossley. I went with some other boys from my class. It was 

organised through the school, I think as a sort of sex-education camp. They showed us a 

film about t he birds and the bees. 

12. Father Paul BONGIORNO, who was a priest in the parish at that time, came on the camp. 

There were also a couple of Christian Brothers at the camp, but I can't remember which 

ones. 

13. When we were at the camp, I talked to Father BONGIORNO. It was only a brief 

conversation. I told him how RIDSDALE had approached me one afternoon in the 

bathroom at t he presbytery after I had served at a wedd ing service. RIDSDALE had asked 

me how much I ejacu lated and had said he would get a teaspoon to measure it and check 

if I was 'normal'. 

14. I also told Father BONGIORNO that I believed that similar things had happened with my 

younger brother Michael, who was also an altar server. Father BONGIORNO said, 'Look, 

B?L ~ 
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it's a real problem. Me and Father BROPHY have talked to Monsignor FISCALINI about it 

and he is sorting it out with the Bishop'. Father BONGIORNO said he couldn't do anything 

further and told me to talk to Monsignor FISCALINI about it. 

15. Father BONGIORNO was the first person that I to ld about the abuse. He left the 

priesthood shortly after that camp. 

16. Around this time, I also spoke to another boy from my school who told me t hat RIDSDALE 

was a dirty old man. 

Blessing of St John of God Hospit al extension 

17. Sometime after my conversation with Father BONGIORNO, I served mass at a blessing of 

the opening of an extension of the St John of God Hospital, in Warrnambool. I think th is 

was in 1970or 1971 and I was 13or14 at the time. RIDS DALE was still in the parish. I knew 

that Bishop MULKEARNS was going to be officiating at the blessing. I'd made up my mind 

to speak to Bishop MULKEARNS about what RIDSDALE had done to me, by hook or by 

crook, so I rostered myself on as the altar server. 

18. Before the blessing we were all in a room at the hospital getting ready, putting on our 

garments. Another priest was there. I got the impression that this Father was there to 

assist the Bishop. I can' t be certain which priest it was. I told this Father that I needed to 

talk to the Bishop after the mass. He asked what about, but I just said 'I' ll talk to the Bishop 

afterwards'. Father responded that we could discuss after the mass whether I could speak 

to the Bishop or not. 

19. After the blessing we went back to a room where there was an afternoon tea. I went up 

to the Father I had spoken to before the mass, and I told him about how RIDSDALE had 

approached me and about how others had been molested by him. I don't think I used the 

term 'molested', I think I may have said 'touched' or something similar. I remember Father 

responded by saying something to the effect of 'you can't talk to the Bishop. I'll tell him 

what you've said. The Bishop is well aware of that and is dealing with it.' 

Signature: l~"'_L ________ ____..! Witness: .. ~ ..................... . 
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20. l told Father that Monsignor FISCALINI had been told about RIDSDALE and he had also 

said that the Bishop was dealing with it but that the abuse was still happening and nothing 

had been done. Father asked me who else knew and I told him that I'd spoken to Father 

Paul BONGIORNO. I asked Father if l would hear back from him and he said yes. I never 

heard anything back from him. 

Monsignor Leo FISCALINI 

21. After my conversation w ith the Father at St John of God Hospital, I approached Monsignor 

FISCALINI. Monsignor FISCALINI was untouchable. No one sa id a bad word about him. He 

always had his Monsignor's cloak on. Even so, I felt I could talk to him because he was a 

good friend of the family. 

22. I think what prompted me to go to Monsignor FISCALINI was my brother, Michael. We 

shared a bedroom and it seemed like his personality had changed. I suspected someth ing 

was going on with RIDSDALE however Michael didn't tell me what had happened at the 

time. 

23. One day, after I served a mass, Monsignor FISCALINI was disrobing and I said to him that 

I needed to catch up w ith him. I can't remember exactly how long aft er t he hospital 

blessing this was, but it was less than a year. I was still an altar boy. I think it was in 1971, 

when I was 14. We arranged a time after school and I went to see him at the presbytery. 

24. I to ld M onsignor FISCALINI what RIDSDALE had done to "me and I told him that I thought 

it was happening to other kids. I told him I knew something had happened to Michael and 

that I'd spoken to Father BONGIORNO about RIDSDALE's behaviour. Monsignor FISCALINI 

said t hat there was a problem with RIDSDALE and sa id the Church was dealing with it. I 

told Monsignor FISCALINI that I had tried to speak to the Bishop about it, but I was not 

allowed to. 

25. I was angry during this conversation, because by this stage I knew that Monsignor 

FISCALINI knew about RI DSDALE. Because of the conversation I had with t he priest at St 

signature: .. r.__L _ ________ __,/···· w itness: ........... . 
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John of God, I also knew that the Bishop knew. I was angry because I could see that 

nothing was being done. 

26. Monsignor FISCALINI said I wasn't to spread the story anymore, I wasn't to talk about it 

to anybody. He told me I had to leave it with him. He stressed the importance of 

protecting the Church, protecting the parish, protecting the other boys and protecting 

myself. He knew that I wanted to be a priest and said it wouldn't help me if I was spreading 

stories about RIDSDALE. To me, what was worst of all was that he said that if I didn't listen 

to his advice not to tell anyone I'd be committing a mortal sin. He said 'You' re doing the 

devil's work and you're going to hell'. 

27. Two or three days after my conversation with Monsignor FISCALINI, I got home from 

school and Mum called me into the kitchen. She said that Monsignor FISCALINI had been 

around that day and she said I'd get a hiding if I ta lked about those things again. I can't 

remember precisely what was said but I knew that she meant talking about the subject of 

RIDSDALE. I told her that what I had told Monsignor FISCALINI was true, but Mum said 

'Well, Monsignor thinks they're lies'. She wouldn't let me talk about it. She took the side 

of the Church. When Mum didn' t believe me, I felt isolated. I felt ostracised. 

Second visit to Monsignor FISCALINI 

28. I only stayed at the Christian Brothers College until the end of Form Three, my third year 

of high school. After I left Christian Brothers College I went to North Warrnambool Tech 

for Form 4 and Form 5, but I struggled. I was unsettled. I became a loner. I switched to 

Warrnambool High and t ried to do my matric. I was having real problems at home at the 

time because I refused to go to church. Leaving the church caused a rift between me and 

my family. 

29. I left home when I was 16. When I was 19 or 20, in about 1976 or 1977, I had a break 

down and ended up at Brierly Mental Hospital for about a week. While I was there I told 

the attending psychologist about the abuse. 
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30. After I got out of Brierly, my mother arranged for me to meet with Monsignor FISCALINI. 

The relationsh ip with my family remained strained at this time. My mother was still upset 

that I wasn't attending church and that I hadn't backed down from my allegations about 

RIDSDALE. I don't recall where I met Monsignor FISCALINI. I don't think he was parish 

priest of Warrnambool at this time. 

31. When I met with Monsignor FISCALINI, I ca lled him a liar. I said nothing had been done 

about RIDSDALE. Monsignor FISCALINI did not say a lot. He sa id my mother had told him 

that I'd left the Church. He seemed pretty shocked at my attitude. Monsignor FISCALINI 

refused to be drawn into a discussion about my abuse by RIDSDALE. He said all abuses 

had been handled by the Bishop and that RIDSDALE had been transferred to a parish 

where the Bishop could keep a closer eye on him. 

32. Monsignor FISCALINI also gave me a very stern lecture about my soul going to hell for not 

following the guidance and teach ing of the church. He also said that Father BONGIORNO 

had mentioned our conversation about RIDSDALE at Crossley to him after the camp. 

33. I told Monsignor FISCALINI that I didn' t respect him and that I thought the Bishop was 

weak as piss. I remember it was a heated conversation and that Monsignor FISCALINI was 

ropeable. This was the last time I spoke to Monsignor FISCALINI. 

34. It was only when we were both adults that Michael and I discussed what had happened 

with RIDSDALE and Michael told me that he had also been sexually abused. When he was 

a teenager Michael had a breakdown and had to be hospitalised in Warrnambool. Th is 

was after Michael had gone on a camping trip with RIDSDALE hunting for opals. Michael 

later told me that he had been sexually abused on that trip and that he had told our 

parents when he returned. Michael and I had a number of lengthy discussions about what 

had happened to us over the years. 

1BPL 
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Court proceedings 

35. In about 2005 I was approached by Kevin CARSON of Victorian Police. RIDSDALE had 

offered my name as someone he had abused. I made a statement. Kevin CARSON was just 

terrific. The court process wasn't too bad because RIDSDALE pleaded guilty, so I didn't 

have to give evidence. But it was still hard as the press was outside the court and there 

were cameras and reporters. I felt everyone wanted a piece of me. It was a frightening 

experience. It upset my kids greatly. 

36. I remember after the case Kevin CARSON said to all of us 'Come on, we'll buy you a coffee'. 

I said to him 'I think I'm looking for something stronger than that'. While the police were 

good to me, I still felt that there was no one else to give me support after the case. No

one from the Church offered me support. 

Dealing with the abuse 

37. By age 14 I hated myself and still have ongoing self-esteem issues today. I used to cry in 

front of the dresser mirror night after night, wanting to die. I thought I was the dirty, fi lthy, 

guilty one. When I spoke to Father BONGIORNO and to Monsignor FISCALINI about 

RIDSDALE, they turned it back on me. I was made to feel t hat I had sinned. I couldn't cope. 

38. I was really affected from 14 until about 19 or 20, when I had the breakdown and got 

some help. After that I tried to bury it and get on with my life. 

39. I have had enormous trouble trusting people since the abuse and have struggled to 

maintain relationsh ips. Mum and I don't rea lly talk anymore. I have been married three 

times and I have suffered lifelong depression. There was a period where I was so bad I 

cou ldn' t even get out of bed. I hid myself away from my kids. 

40. In 2009 I got sick. In about 2012, a friend paid for me to go see a doctor in Malaysia, who 

rea lly turned me around. He taught me some in teresting th ings about love and faith. I 

have seen him a few times since then. 

iBPL 

Signatur l itness: ········ ·~··················· 
'----~~~~~~~~~~~~-' 

STAT.0738.001.0007_R



Statement in t he matter of Case Study 28 
Statement of[BPL ==1continued 

Page 8 of 8 

41. I decided the way I was going to get better was to say 'RIDSDALE, I'll forgive you'. Part of 

healing is to learn to hate the deed not the person, but the Church denying the ongoing 

support has made it hard. The forgiveness was not for RIDSDALE but for me. It helped set 

me free. 

42. In the mid·2000s, I reached out to Towards Healing, but I found that there was no support 

or facility to help me further, and I felt I just had to struggle through by myself. 

43. In about 2011, I read an article in the Geelong Advertiser about Father Kevin DILLON and 

his work with survivors of child sexual abuse. I got in touch with him. Since then he has 

provided me with care and support and we have become very good friends. 

44. Apart from this, there has been no ongoing assistance or counselling from the Church. If 

the Church had done for me what Father Kevin has done for me and other victims, there 

wouldn't be all th is hassle. We need the church to say 'if you're a victim and you need 

help, you can come to us and we'll organise it'. It's not about payouts. What we need is 

ongoing support. 

Signed: I'" 
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